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Ocelli in a triangle on the vertex.    Antennae with basal
segment and three-jointed bristle.

This family contains the largest insects of the Homoptera.
About 800 species are known, the majority occurring in the
warmer parts of the earth. They are robust insects; some
with a wing-expanse of several inches. Colour varies : in
some forms the wings
are clear and shining,
in others both wings
and body are brightly
pigmented. In many
there is cryptic bark
colouring when at rest
and bright " decep-
tive " colouring when
in flight.

The head is broad
and well developed,
with small antennae,
consisting of a basal
segment furnished with
a bristle. The eyes are
usually prominent;
three ocelli are placed
in a triangular fashion
on the vertex of the
head. The thorax is
well developed, with a

conspicuous mesonotum. The abdomen is broadly joined to
the thorax. At the base of the abdomen in the male are
sound-producing organs, with external flap-like structures.
The wings are conspicuously veined, and sloped at an angle
over the abdomen. The legs are of more or less normal
character.

The earlier stages are passed underground, the nymphs
living sometimes at a considerable distance from the surface,
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